City of Zeigler
2010 Water Quality Report





Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791.


Contaminant Sources





The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it can dissolve naturally occurring minerals and radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.  Possible contaminants consist of:





Microbial contaminants such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations and wildlife.





Inorganic contaminants such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial, or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.





Pesticides and herbicides which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff and residential uses.





Organic chemical contaminants including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also, come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff and septic systems.





Radioactive Contaminants which may be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.





In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, USEPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health.





In addition to this informational section of the Water Quality Report, we have included several tables for your review.  The tables will illustrate the contaminants that were detected in the Rend Lake Intercity Water System distribution lines and also the contaminants that the Village detected in their own distribution lines. Please note that neither system had a violation of a contaminant level. 








Introduction





This year, as in years past, the tap water produced by the Rend Lake Conservancy District Intercity Water Plant (Plant) met all USEPA and Illinois EPA drinking water health standards.  The Plant vigilantly safeguards its surface water supply and we are able to report the Plant had no violations of a contaminant level or of any other water quality standard in 2010. The City of Zeigler had a Lead Monitoring Report violation which has since been rectified and safeguards established to prevent future violations. At no time was any of the public in danger of Lead Contaminates. This report summarizes the quality of water that the City received from the Plant and also the quality of your water as it traveled through the City’s distribution system. Also, it will discuss where the water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agencies.  We are committed to providing you with this information because it is important to us that you are informed about the water you are receiving.





If you have any questions about this report or concerns about your water system, please contact Mr. Robert  Partee, Superintendent, at (618) 596-3761.  Please feel free to attend any regularly scheduled City Hall meeting.  Meetings are held at City Hall the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:00 P.M. 





Water Source





The City buys the water from the Rend Lake Intercity Water System. Their system treats relatively high-quality surface water pumped from the intake structure at Rend Lake.  The intake structure is located along the southeast portion of the lake adjacent to the Plant.





The source water assessment for our supply has not been completed by the Illinois EPA.  It is anticipated that this assessment will be performed within the next three years.    Information provided by this assessment will indicate any contaminant sources of concern in the vicinity of Rend Lake and how it relates to the quality of water produced by the Plant.





Health Issues





Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water.  Immuno-compromised people such as people with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, people who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from health care providers.  USEPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 800-426-4791.
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